
Miss Kelly’s Open House

Sept. 12, 2024
5:00 - 5:30 P<



Our Agenda

Highlights of the Gifted 
Resource Program at LSE.

Share our schedule 
for this year.

Q&A!



A Differentiated Curriculum

Gifted Education calls for 
the differentiation of 

content, process, product, 
and affectives.



REminders from Your  
Staffing Meeting

At Lake Sybelia, your child 
participants in a Gifted Resource 

Classroom.   Students will leave their 
general education classroom to 

attend Gifted class.

While in our class, your child will be 
working towards mastering the goals 

on their Educational Plan (EP/IEP). 

At the elementary level, Gifted is an 
ungraded program.  Your child will 
receive a Gifted Progress Report at 

the end of each semester. 



The Gifted Framework

Provided by the state of Florida, 
the Gifted Framework provides 

guidelines which support a 
challenging and rigorous 

curriculum that enhances the 
existing standards in order to meet 

the needs of Gifted students in 
Florida schools.  

These Framework domains are 
likely featured in your child’s 

EP (Educational Plan) which you 
participated in creating during 
your child’s staffing meeting.
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Gifted Services 2024-2025

Grade 5
Tuesdays

9:00 - 12:40
(Students leave me for Specials with homeroom classes.)

Grade 4
Tuesdays

9:00 - 12:10
(Students leave me for Specials with homeroom classes.)

Grade 3 Wednesdays
9:00 - 11:00

Grade 2 Wednesdays
9:30 - 11;30

Grade 1
& KG TBA:  Varies by need, schedule, etc.



Our Time Together

Grades 2-3 Grades 4-5

Gathering:  
~ Giggle of the Day & Interesting Fact
~ Discussion about the day

Work Time: 
~ Jumpstart:  A game or puzzle to get us 
started 
~ Thinking Skills:  Building thinking skills
~ Activities:  tasks requiring problem 
solving, critical thinking, creativity, etc. 
~ Digging deeper into information
~ Breaks with strategy games

Gathering:  
~ Opinion Continuum & Giggle of the Day 
~ Discussion about the day

Work Time:
~ Some of our activities are short and sweet 
while others will last our whole day together!
~ Activities:  Research / 
Information-Management tasks, 
Production activities, Problem Solving 
tasks, Questioning, Leadership, Goal 
Setting, etc. 
~ We’ll have a Brain Break every now and 
then to help us stretch our legs and refocus



You know how most pasta dishes have a noodle, a sauce, and 
a meat, right? 

Well, similar to pasta, most of our larger activities have an 
information component (Research), a solving component 
(Problem Solving), and a creative (Production) component. 

Some activities will feature a large Research task
along with a smaller Problem Solving and 
Production tasks, while others will be all about 
the Solving while using a Research and a 
Production piece along the way.  

An Analogy







Cognition Training

Teaching kids how to think, not what to think.  

Introducing, highlighting, and exploring the skills and processes that 
make up good thinking.

Weaving the discussion and analysis of thinking into our activities and 
productions.

Becoming scholars of good thinkers, those people in our
 society and in our history who have been celebrated 
for their thinking abilities!

Reflecting on our thinking processes. 





… some kiddos love it,

… some kids really dislike it - especially perfectionists & our 
small-comfort-zone kids,

…some of our young people struggle with it at first,

… either way, these children need to learn to 
work within it –  it is often a significant part of 
their inner-world and their outer-world.

Ambiguity Can Be Tricky



Good Things to Know

We call it “Miss Kelly’s Class”, not “Gifted”. 

Bring a snack if you’re missing in-class 
snack time! 







Do I Need to Provide Anything for Miss Kelly’s Class? 



Thank you!



Step One:  Ask your child! 

Talking Points!
We’re using Talking Points this year.  

Miss Kelly’s Class Travel Folder 
We send this home every week.   Your child’s work always needs to be returned to school 
for inclusion in their portfolio of work.  

Miss Kelly’s Website: 
http://teacherpress.ocps.net/deirdrekelly/
(It does exist, but we’re having an issue.  Load twice & you can see what’s there!)

How Will I Know What’s Happening in Miss Kelly’s Class? 

Miss Kelly’s 

Class

Travel Folder

http://teacherpress.ocps.net/deirdrekelly/


How Will I Know How My Child Is Doing? 

Ask your child.           Learners benefit from being able to talk about their 
experiences & how successful they feel with different learning tasks.  
Self-reflection is a valuable life skill!

Rest assured, beyond self-reflection, there is an ‘official’ procedure as 
well.   You will receive a Gifted Progress Report at the end of each 
semester, indicating your child’s progress on their EP goals.  

But, wait!  There’s more!

Similar to a swimming class, your child will be receiving feedback while 
we “swim around” in our topics and activities.  Coaching while we work 
together, from specific corrections to suggestions for improvement, 
assistance, tweaks, ideas, etc. will be part of our  time together. 



From time to time you may see a minus, a check, or a plus on your child’s work.  (Or a 
check-minus / check-plus!)  This is a quick feedback scale we use (mostly in 3rd - 5th 
grades) so students know what Miss Kelly thinks of that task/effort.    





How Can You Help at Home?

Model good thinking and discuss thinking in your 
home.  Model flexibility of thought (accepting new 
information, modifying your thinking, etc.).

Encourage & expose your child to various topics, 
ideas, possibilities, etc.  Feed interests as long as 
they last and change it up when they 
migrate to another topic.

Ask questions and listen to the answers.  



Questions?  Problems?  Needs?   

deirdre.kelly@ocps.net




