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Current seniors in Troupe 1139  bond as their 
final year in the department draws closed 

  By KAITLYN CONNOLLY

Before the curtain closes for the last time, Troupe 1139 grew 
a little bigger and closer.

At the end of each year, Troupe 1139 inducts new members 
to the International Thespian Society, an honor society for 
high school and middle school theater students. As part of 
inductions, all members participate in a spirit week structured 
around creating and strengthening bonds within the troupe.

To become a thespian, individuals must participate in two 
shows, accumulate 10 thespian points, maintain a 2.5 GPA 
and fill out an application. For those participating in theater 
on a regular basis, thespian points accumulate through various 
tasks and roles within productions. For example, auditioning, 
ushering and taking on a roll or crew position all earn points. 

“It’s so stressful. You do not know if you’re going to get in 
and there’s always the possibility that you won’t. Knowing that 
my work in the department paid off was definitely a big relief,” 
senior inductee Miguel Algarin Flores said.

Though participation in theater does not guarantee a thespian 
position, if an applicant demonstrates a dedication to the 

Student expands education internationally
Senior Claire Beemer begins journey to 
London to expand academic requisite

  By CHELSI PETER

Despite the constant gloomy weather and polluted air, the 
opportunity to study abroad in London outweighed the few 
negatives for senior Claire Beemer. C. Beemer will attend Saint 
Mary’s University in Twickenham, London.

“I knew I wanted to study abroad, but there were no U.S. 
schools that let me study abroad for four years,” C. Beemer said.

At a young age, C. Beemer’s parents exposed her to different 
cultures through travelling. Since then, C. Beemer wanted to 
immerse herself in new cultures. St. Mary’s provided a new 
experience and opportunity for her.

“I am so excited for her. It’ll be a wonderful adventure. It will 
be a good flavor to visit a new culture, and as a mom, of course 
I am nervous, but I remind myself it is just a plane ride away,” 
Jan Beemer, Claire’s mother said. “I’m beyond excited for the 
experience that she’ll endure, which is above and forefront of 
my feelings.”

Throughout C. Beemer’s high school career, she participated 
in the law magnet for all four years. The exposure to law and 
management for four years helped her decide to double major 
in Business Law and Business Management. 

“I entered the law magnet, thinking I was never going to be 
a lawyer. My law teacher played a huge factor in exposing us to 
the law. Last year, mock trials gave me the confidence to speak, 
and helped solidify my love toward law,” C. Beemer said.

As president of Spanish Club, C. Beemer carried a leadership 
role, and created memorable moments with the club sponsor 
and her fellow peers while exploring other cultures.

“Her ability to always strive for excellence [distinguishes C. 
Beemer]. Everything from her work ethic to her willingness to 
try new things to the fact that she is an excellent ambassador of 
American youth,” Priscilla Carrera, Spanish Club sponsor, said.

While expanding her education could potentially come with 
additional expenses and hardships, C. Beemer and her family 
have been saving to prepare for this opportunity. Each month 

since C. Beemer was a baby, her parents dedicated a fund for the 
potential high expenses studying abroad offers. 

“The fact that she does not see problems, she only sees puzzles that 
need a solution [is one thing I admire about Claire],” Carrera said.

In spite of saving, students planning to attend school internationally 
are considered for a scholarship based on their academic achievement. 
C. Beemer received the scholarship based on her grades, awards and 
accomplishments.

With a meer 4,329 miles away from home, C. Beemer is ready for a 
change of scenery.

“[Claire’s differentiated by] her love to travel. London is a huge 
example of her adventurous side,” longtime friend Emma Schrago said. 
“I’m very happy for her. I’ll miss her because she won’t be here for 
college breaks but I’m so excited to visit her in London.”

While some of her teachers would describe her as the calm in the 
middle of the storm, C. Beemer prepares for change this fall, even if it 
is miles away from her loved ones in an unfamiliar place. 

Thespians induct new members 

HOT CRAM. Senior Claire Beemer studies for an upcoming test. “I have been 
in the law magnet since freshman year and that exposure got me interested in 
studying and practicing that field,” C. Beemer said.

department and displays the characteristics of a thespian, any current 
thespian may choose to take them on as a mentee.

On April 20 during seventh period, the thespians tapped their 
mentees, initiating the shenanigans. The tappings last one to two 
minutes, each one unique to the new inductee. From capping the 
mentee with a chicken head to presenting punny induction posters, the 
commencement galvanized the troupe for the week ahead.

“Tapping is such an important aspect of the whole experience; it 
encapsulates the theme [for] the week ahead and pumped my mentee 
up for the exciting week ahead,” senior inductor Kobe Grenier said.

After being tapped, the duos prepare for the week ahead. Though 
the bonding activities varied from pair to pair, everyone dressed in 
accordance with the daily theme and engaged in the necessary tasks like 
“sound off” and reciting the thespian pledge.

Sticking to the Boone Thespian tradition, every member participated 
in dynamic duo day, twin day, dress like a tech day and tie-dye day.  
This year the troupe also added, “dress like your mentee/mentor day,” 
which replaced “dress like Mrs. Love day.”

The thespians also gather together on the Wednesday of induction 
week for a major troupe wide activity: tie-dying their shirts to wear on 
the final day of induction week. 

“Even though [the experiences] vary, it’s important that this week 
happens so students are officially welcomed to our family a place where 
they always belong,” theater instructor Nadine Love said.
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Senior 
statistics on 
campus

  By KYLA MCCRARY

Beginning their freshman year, the 
class of 2018 left their mark on the 

reservation. Read their highlights below: 
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