
The Declaration of Causes of Seceding States 
 
Background Information: Following the election of President Abraham Lincoln, many Southern states began 
to consider seceding from the Union. South Carolina organized a convention dealing with the issue of 
secession and on December 20, 1860 issued the brief Ordinance of Secession and became the first state to 
leave the Union.  

South Carolina (Adopted December 24, 1860) 
    …A geographical line has been drawn across the Union, and all the States north of that line have united in 
the election of a man to the high office of President of the United States, whose opinions and purposes are 
hostile to slavery. He is to be entrusted with the administration of the common Government, because he has 
declared that that "Government cannot endure permanently half slave, half free," and that the public mind 
must rest in the belief that slavery is in the course of ultimate extinction… 
    On the 4th day of March next, [the Republican] party will take possession of the Government. It has 
announced that the South shall be excluded from the common territory, that the judicial tribunals shall be 
made sectional, and that a war must be waged against slavery until it shall cease throughout the United 
States. 
    The guaranties of the Constitution will then no longer exist; the equal rights of the States will be lost. The 
slaveholding States will no longer have the power of self-government, or self-protection, and the 
Federal Government will have become their enemy… 
 
Mississippi (January 9, 1861) 
     Our position is thoroughly identified with the 
institution of slavery-- the greatest material interest of 
the world. Its labor supplies the product which 
constitutes by far the largest and most important 
portions of commerce of the earth. 

Georgia (Approved January 29, 1861) 
    The people of Georgia having dissolved their political 
connection with the Government of the United States 
of America, present to their confederates and the world 
the causes which have led to the separation. For the last 
ten years we have had numerous and serious causes of 
complaint against our non-slave-holding confederate 
States with reference to the subject of African slavery… 
     … they have outlawed $3,000,000,000 of our 
property in the common territories of the Union; put it 
under the ban of the Republic in the States where it 
exists and out of the protection of Federal law everywhere… 
    …their avowed purpose is to subvert our society and subject us not only to the loss of our property but the 
destruction of ourselves, our wives, and our children, and the desolation of our homes, our altars, and our 
firesides. To avoid these evils we resume the powers which our fathers delegated to the Government of the 
United States, and henceforth will seek new safeguards for our liberty, equality, security, and tranquility. 

“Our new government is founded 
upon exactly the opposite idea; its 
foundations are laid, its corner- 
stone rests upon the great truth, 
that the negro is not equal to the 
white man; that slavery -- 
subordination to the superior race 
-- is his natural and normal 
condition.”  

- Alexander Stephens, Vice President of 
the Confederate States of America 
Cornerstone Speech 
Savannah, Georgia, March 21, 1861 
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