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AVID’s mission is to close the achievement gap by preparing  

all students for college readiness and success in a global society. 

The CORNELL WAY 

Welcome! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Materials needed:

Session Handouts
Focused Note-Taking DVD
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• To support AVID Elective teachers with the 
foundational steps of the CORNELL WAY.   
 

• To promote the use of the Focused Note-
Taking DVD as a resource for learning and 
professional development. 

Objectives 
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Are Cornell notes 
optional or mandatory  

in the AVID Elective 
class?  Why? 

Essential Question  
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What impact did note-
taking have on your 

performance in 
college? 

 
• Elbow partner share 
• Large group share 

 

Quickwrite 
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• C REATE FORMAT 

• O RGANIZE NOTES 

• R EVIEW & REVISE 

• N OTE KEY IDEAS 

• E XCHANGE IDEAS 

• L INK LEARNING 

• L EARNING TOOL 

 

• W RITTEN FEEDBACK 

• A DDRESS FEEDBACK 

• Y OUR REFLECTION 

Focused Note-Taking 
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Focused Note-Taking 

CORNELL NOTE-TAKING SYSTEM 
NOTE-TAKING NOTE-MAKING NOTE-

INTERACTING 
NOTE-

REFLECTING 

STEP 1 
Create Format 

STEP 2 
Organize Notes 

STEP 3 
Review & Revise 
Notes 

 

STEP 6 
Link Learning to 
Create a 
Synthesized 
Summary 

 STEP 4 
Note Key Ideas to 
Create Questions 

 
STEP 5 
Exchange Ideas by 
Collaboration 

 

STEP 7 
Use Completed 
Cornell Notes as a 
Learning Tool 

STEP 8 
Written Feedback 

STEP 9 
Address Written 
Feedback 

STEP 10 
Your Reflection 
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Focused Note-Taking DVD 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss how to use the DVD as a teaching tool for faculty, as well as students.
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Essential Question: 
What is the rationale 
and research behind  

Focused Note-Taking? 
 

1 - Create Format 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Instruct participants to fill in the Essential Question that is shown on a clean piece of Cornell note paper.
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• Listen and take notes in your own words. 
• Paraphrase what you hear. 
• Skip lines between ideas. 
• Abbreviate. 
• Use symbols. 
• Write in phrases. 
• Use bullets/lists. 
• Recognize cues. 

 

2 - Organize Notes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After explaining the tasks for participants:

SHOW Focused Note-Taking DVD Rationale with Enrique.
Everyone should be completing these tasks while watching/listening to the DVD.

Everything is done on the RIGHT side of the paper at this point.
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3 - Review & Revise Notes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Individually, participants Review and Revise the notes they just took.
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Review & Revise Notes continued… 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an example of what this might look like in a typical math class.
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• Identify first “chunk” 
or “big idea” of the 
notes. 

• Write a question about 
the main idea of that 
“chunk” on LEFT. 

• Repeat until all 
“chunks” are identified 
with corresponding 
questions.  
 

4 - Note Key Ideas 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MODEL on chart paper how to “chunk” information.  

Have participants DRAW a solid line horizontally across their notes where they see natural breaks in information.

Their questions do NOT have to be higher-level on the left side at this point.

Explain that this is still individually done (some may have more “chunks” than others).
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 When peers work together to review their 
notes, the collaboration results in enhanced 

learning.   
 

5 – Exchange Ideas 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Participants share with an elbow partner and revise as necessary.
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• Review notes. 
• Synthesize and 

combine main ideas. 
• Address the 

Essential Question. 
• Link the answers 

from the questions 
on the left. 
 

 

6 – Link Learning 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain that the summary is a synthesis of the Essential Question and all LEFT side questions.  Participants should answer the Essential Question and all LEFT questions in their summary.
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   What can we do to 
ensure students  

use their notes as a 
learning tool? 

7 – Learning Tool 
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Steps 8, 9, and 10 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are examples of how to do these steps on the DVD.  Encourage participants to follow-up with the DVD for ideas.
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• What is the benefit of the Essential 
Question? 

• Where can students get this? 
• Let’s watch a teacher provide the 

Essential Question… 

Essential Question  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After the discussion:

Show the ALGEBRA clip from step one on the DVD.
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• Read “Creating 
Essential Questions” 
Handout. 
 

• Choose three sample 
standards. 
 

• Create corresponding 
Essential Questions. 

 

 

Practice with Essential Questions 
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• Essential Question 
• Note Key Ideas — “Chunking” 
• Linking the Learning — “Summary” 
• Processing, Reflecting, Reviewing, 

Revising, and Studying (Using notes 
as a TOOL) 
 

What is Really New?  
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“How do we get students to actually do all 
of these things?” 

 
• Give time in AVID class. 
• Grade the notes to provide feedback 

weekly (at least!). 
• Train your faculty. 

 
 

Applications  
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Create a SMART Goal 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use the Handout to create a SMART goal for you and your students.
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• MyAVID—E-Learning—On 
Demand Modules 
– Video to teach students the value 

of Cornell Notes 
• MyAVID—Community—File 

Sharing—AVID Elective Resources 
and Beyond—Essential 5 
– Various types of Cornell Notes  

 

Want More Resources? 
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Essential Question: 
 

What is the rationale and research 
behind Focused Note-Taking? 

 

Recall 
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Contact Information Contact Information 
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