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1. Regular practice with complex texts and 
their academic language 
 

2. Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in 
evidence from texts, both literary and 
informational 
 

3. Building knowledge through content-rich 
nonfiction 
 

 www.corestandards.org 



“The Common Core emphasizes using 
evidence from texts to present careful 
analyses, well-defended claims, and clear 
information. Rather than asking students 
questions they can answer solely from 
their prior knowledge and experience, the 
standards call for students to answer 
questions that depend on their having read 
the texts with care.” 
 

www.corestandards.org 



“Frequently, forms of writing in K–12 have drawn 
heavily from student experience and opinion, which 
alone will not prepare students for the demands of 
college, career, and life. Though the standards still 
expect narrative writing throughout the grades, 
they also expect a command of sequence and detail 
that are essential for effective argumentative and 
informative writing. The standards’ focus on 
evidence-based writing along with the ability to 
inform and persuade is a significant shift from 
current practice.” 

www.corestandards.org 
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: With prompting and support, identify 
the main topic and retell key details of a text.  
 

: Identify the main topic and retell key details 
of a text. 
 

:  Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph 
text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the 
text.  
 
 

------------------------------------------------------- 
: Determine the main idea of a text; recount 

the key details and explain how they support the main idea.  
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A beaver’s tail has many uses.  
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 A beaver’s tail has many uses. 
When a beaver swims, its tail is like the 
rudder on a boat. It helps the beaver 
steer and swim quickly. A beaver also 
uses its tail to signal danger. Slapping 
the water with its tail alerts the other 
beavers that danger is near. On land, a 
beaver uses its tail to help it balance 
and walk on two feet. This comes in 
handy when a beaver needs to cut 
down a tree or carry sticks to build a 
dam. A beaver’s tail sure is helpful!  


