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greatest possible diversity and individualism within the limits of the Ameri-
can spirit. But he believes also that few aliens can understand that spirit,
that fewer try to, and that there must be resistance, intolerance even, toward
anything that threatens it, or the fundamental national unity based upon it.

The second word in the Klansman’s trilogy is “white.” The white race

must be supreme, not only in America but in the world. This is equally un-
debatable, except on the ground that the races might live together, each
with full regard for the rights and interests of others, and that those rights
and interests would never conflict. Such an idea, of course, is absurd; the
colored races today, such as Japan, are clamoring not for equality but for
their supremacy. The whole history of the world, on its broader lines, has
been one of race conflicts, wars, subjugation or extinction. This is not pretty,
and certainly disagrees with the maudlin theories of cosmopolitanism, but it
is truth. The world has been so made that each race must fight for its life,
must conquer, accept slavery or die. The Klansman believes that the whites
will not become slaves, and he does not intend to die before his time.

Moreover, the future of progress and civilization depends on the con-
tinued supremacy of the white race. The forward movement of the world
for centuries has come entirely from it. Other races each had its chance and
either failed or stuck fast, while white civilization shows no sign of having
reached its limit. Until the whites falter, or some colored civilization has a
miracle of awakening, there is not a single colored stock that can claim even
equality with the white; much less supremacy.

The third of the Klan principles is that Protestantism must be supreme;
that Rome shall not rule America. The Klansman believes this is not merely
because he is a Protestant, nor even because the Colonies that are now our
nation were settled for the purpose of wresting America from the control of
Rome and establishing a land of free conscience. He believes it also because
Protestantism is an essential part of Americanism; without it America could

never have been created and without it she cannot go forward. Roman rule
would kil it.

Congress Debates Immigration
Restriction, 1921

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. [Lucian Walton] Parist [D.-Tex.]. We should stop immigration en-
tirely until such a time as we can amend our immigration laws and so write
them that hereafter no one shall be admitted except he be in full sympathy

sOURCE: Congressional Record, April 20, 1921, 450, December 10, 1921, 177.
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with our Constitution and laws, willing to declare himself obedient to our
flag, and willing to release himself from any obligations he may owe to the
flag of the country from which he came.

It is time that we act now, because within a few short years the damage
will have been done. The endless tide of immigration will have filled our
country with a foreign and unsympathetic element. Those who are 0};1t Sf
sympathy with our Constitution and the spirit of .our.Government wi : e
here in large numbers, and the true spirit of Amerlca.msm left us by our ta-
thers will gradually become poisoned by this uncertain element.

The time once was when we welcomed to our shores the oppressed and
downtrodden people from all the world, but they came to us because of op-
pression at home and with the sincere purpose of making true and loyal
American citizens, and in truth and in fact they did adapt themselves to our
ways of thinking and contributed in a substantial sense to the progress and'
development that our civilization has made. But thaf time has passed novx(f:i
new and strange conditions have arisen in the countries over t}}ere; new an
strange doctrines are being taught. The Governments of the Orient are being
overturned and destroyed, and anarchy and bolshevism are threatening the
very foundation of many of them, and no one can foretell what the future

- will bring to many of those countries of the Old World now struggling with

these problems. e of

Our country is a self-sustaining country. It has taught the principles o
real democracy to all the nations of the earth; its flag .has been thfe syppnym
of progress, prosperity, and the preservation of the rights of the md1v1.dual,
and there can be nothing so dangerous as for us to allow the undesirable
foreign element to poison our civilization and thereby threaten the safety of
the institutions that our forefathers have established for us. o

Now is the time to throw about this country the most stringfznt immi-
gration laws and keep from our shores forever those who are not in sympa-
thy with the American ideals. It is the time now for us to act.and act gulckly,
because every month’s delay increases the difficulty in wh}ch we find our-
selves and renders the problems of government more difficult of solution:
We must protect ourselves from the poisonous influences that are threaten-
ing the very foundation of the Governments of Europe; we must see to it
that those who come here are loyal and true to our Nation and'lmprf.es.s
upon them that it means something to have the privileges of American citi-
zenship. We must hold this country true to the American thought and the
American ideals. . ..

Mr. [James V.] McCuntic [D.-Okla.]. Some time ago it was my .pnvﬂe.g.e
to visit Ellis Island, not as a member of the committee but as a prl'vate Clltl-
zen interested in obtaining information relative to the situatipn which exists
at that place. I stood at the end of a hall with three physicians, and I saw
them examine each immigrant as they came down the line, rolling back the
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upper eyelid in order to gain some information as to the individual’s physi-
cal condition. I saw them place the chalk marks on their clothing which
indicated that they were in a diseased condition, so that they could be sepa-
rated when they reached the place where they were to undergo certain ex-
aminations. Afterwards I went to a large assembly hall where immigrants
came befqre the examiners to take the literacy test, and the one fact that im-
pressed me more than anything else was that practically every single immi-
grant examined that day had less than $50 to his credit. . . .

Practically all of them were weak, small of stature, poorly clad, emaci-
ated, and in a condition which showed that the environment surrounding
them in their European homes was indeed very bad.

It is for this reason that I say the class of immigrants coming to the
shores of the United States at this time are not the kind of people we want as
citizens in this country. It is a well-known fact that the majority of immi-
grants coming to this country at the present time are going into the large
industrial centers instead of the agricultural centers of the United States,
and when it is taken into consideration that the large centers are already
crowded to the extent that there was hardly sufficient living quarters to take
care of the people, it can be readily seen that this class of people, instead of
becoming of service to the communities where they go, they will become
charges to be taken care of by charitable institutions. The week [ visited Ellis
Island I was told that 25,000 immigrants had been unloaded at that port.
From their personal appearance they seemed to be the offcasts of the coun-
tries from which they came. . ..

National-Origins Formula Reaffirmed, 1951

The subcommittee [on immigration and naturalization] is cognizant of the
facts existing at the time of the adoption of the national-origins formula and
the bitter charges of discrimination hurled at the incorporation of the princi-
ple in our immigration laws. The formula is still subjected to such charges
but they seem to have lost some of their force over the intervening period
of years. Experience has demonstrated that the national-origins formula has
been more of a numerically restrictive measure than a means of auto-
matically selecting immigrants from the various nationalities in desired
proportions.

Without giving credence to any theory of Nordic superiority, the sub-
committee believes that the adoption of the national-origins formula was a
rational and logical method of numerically restricting immigration in such a
manner as to best preserve the sociological and cultural balance in the pop-

source: U.S. Congress, Senate Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion, S. Rept. 1515, 82d Cong,, 1st sess., 1951, 455.
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ulation of the United States. There is no doubt that it favored the peoples of
the countries of northern and western Europe over those of southern and
eastern Europe, but the subcommittee holds that the peoples who had r_nad'e
the greatest contribution to the development of this country were fully justi-
fied in determining that the country was no longer a field for further Folo-
nization, and henceforth, further immigration would not only be re.stflcted
but directed to admit immigrants considered to be more readily as&mﬂgblg
because of the similarity of their cultural background to those of the princi-
pal components of our population. . ..
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