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ing a church, loses his race or national loyalties. The Roman Church today,
therefore, is just what its name says—Roman; and it is impossible for its hi-

supreme loyalty, overshadowing national or race loyalty, to a power that is
inevitably alien, and which at the best must inevitably inculcate ideals un-
American if not actively anti-American. . . .

The facts are that almost everywhere, and especially in the great indus-

interests, and always also in support of alienism whenever there is an issue
raised. They vote, in short, not as American citizens, but as aliens and
Catholics! They form the biggest, strongest, most cohesive of all the alien
blocs. On many occasions they form alliances with other alien blocs against
American interests, as with the Jews in New York today, and with others in
the case of the recent opposition to immigrant restriction. . . .

There are three of these great racial instincts, vital elements in both the

God. He believes, too, that Americanism can only be achieved if the pioneer
stock is kept pure. . ..

Americanism, to the Klansman, is a thing of the spirit, a purpose and a
point of view, that can only come through instinctive racial understanding.
It has, to be sure, certain defined principles, but he does not believe that
many aliens understand those principles, even when they use our words in
talking about them. Democracy is one, fairdealing, impartial justice, equal
opportunity, religious liberty, independence, self-reliance, courage, en-
durance, acceptance of individual responsibility as well as individual re-
wards for effort, willingness to sacrifice for the good of his family, his

utmost freedom, tolerance, liberalism. In short, the Klansman believes in the
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greatest possible diversity and individualism within the limits of the Ameri-
can spirit. But he believes also that few aliens can understand that spirit,
that fewer try to, and that there must be resistance, intolerance even, toward
anything that threatens it, or the fundamental national unity based upon it.

The second word in the Klansman'’s trilogy is “white.” The white race
must be supreme, not only in America but in the world. This is equally un-
debatable, except on the ground that the races might live together, each
with full regard for the rights and interests of others, and that those rights
and interests would never conflict. Such an idea, of course, is absurd; the
colored races today, such as Japan, are clamoring not for equality but for
their supremacy. The whole history of the world, on its broader lines, has
been one of race conflicts, wars, subjugation or extinction. This is not pretty,
and certainly disagrees with the maudlin theories of cosmopolitanism, but it
is truth. The world has been so made that each race must fight for its life,
must conquer, accept slavery or die. The Klansman believes that the whites
will not become slaves, and he does not intend to die before his time.

Moreover, the future of progress and civilization depends on the con-
tinued supremacy of the white race. The forward movement of the world
for centuries has come entirely from it. Other races each had its chance and
either failed or stuck fast, while white civilization shows no sign of having
reached its limit. Until the whites falter, or some colored civilization has a
miracle of awakening, there is not a single colored stock that can claim even
equality with the white; much less supremacy.

The third of the Klan principles is that Protestantism must be supreme;
that Rome shail not rule America. The Klansman believes this is not merely
because he is a Protestant, nor even because the Colonies that are now our
nation were settled for the purpose of wresting America from the control of
Rome and establishing a land of free conscience. He believes it also because
Protestantism is an essential part of Americanism; without it America could
never have been created and without it she cannot go forward. Roman rule
would kill it.

Congress Debates Immigration
Restriction, 1921

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. {Lucian Walton] Parisk [D.-Tex.]. We should stop immigration en-
tirely until such a time as we can amend our immigration laws and so write
them that hereafter no one shall be admitted except he be in full sympathy

sourck: Congressional Record, April 20, 1921, 450, December 10, 1921, 177.
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with our Constitution and laws, willing to declare himself obedient to our
flag, and willing to release himself from any obligations he may owe to the
flag of the country from which he came.

It is time that we act now, because within a few short years the damage
will have been done. The endless tide of immigration will have filled our
country with a foreign and unsympathetic element. Those who are out of
sympathy with our Constitution and the spirit of our Government will be
here in large numbers, and the true spirit of Americanism left us by our fa-
thers will gradually become poisoned by this uncertain element.

The time once was when we welcomed to our shores the oppressed and
downtrodden people from all the world, but they came to us because of op-
pression at home and with the sincere purpose of making true and loyal
American citizens, and in truth and in fact they did adapt themselves to our
ways of thinking and contributed in a substantial sense to the progress and
development that our civilization has made. But that time has passed now;
new and strange conditions have arisen in the countries over there; new and
strange doctrines are being taught. The Governments of the Orient are being
overturned and destroyed, and anarchy and bolshevism are threatening the
very foundation of many of them, and no one can foretell what the future

~ will bring to many of those countries of the Old World now struggling with

these problems.

Our country is a self-sustaining country. It has taught the principles of
real democracy to all the nations of the earth; its flag has been the synonym
of progress, prosperity, and the preservation of the rights of the individual,
and there can be nothing so dangerous as for us to allow the undesirable
foreign element to poison our civilization and thereby threaten the safety of
the institutions that our forefathers have established for us.

Now is the time to throw about this country the most stringent immi-
gration laws and keep from our shores forever those who are not in sympa-
thy with the American ideals. It is the time now for us to act and act quickly,
because every month’s delay increases the difficulty in which we find our-
selves and renders the problems of government more difficult of solution.
We must protect ourselves from the poisonous influences that are threaten-
ing the very foundation of the Governments of Europe; we must see to it
that those who come here are loyal and true to our Nation and impress
upon them that it means something to have the privileges of American citi-
zenship. We must hold this country true to the American thought and the
American ideals. . . .

Mr. [James V.] McCuivTic [D.-Okla.]. Some time ago it was my privilege
to visit Ellis Island, not as a member of the committee but as a private citi-
zen interested in obtaining information relative to the situation which exists
at that place. I stood at the end of a hall with three physicians, and I saw
them examine each immigrant as they came down the line, rolling back the
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