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As to my freedom, which you say I can have, there is nothing to be gained
on that score, as [ got my free papers in 1864 from the Provost-Marshal-
General of the Department of Nashville. Mandy says she would be afraid to
go back without some proof that you were disposed to treat us justly and
kindly; and we have concluded to test your sincerity by asking you to send us
our wages for the time we served you. This will make us forget and forgive
old scores, and rely on your justice and friendship in the future. T served you
faithfully for thirty-two years, and Mandy twenty years. At twenty-five dol-
lars a month for me, and two dollars a week for Mandy, our earnings would
amount to eleven thousand six hundred and eighty dollars. Add to this the in-
terest for the time our wages have been kept back, and deduct what you paid
for our clothing, and three doctor’s visits to me, and pulling a tooth for
Mandy, and the balance will show what we are in justice entitled to. Please
send the money by Adam’s Express, in care of V. Winters, Esq., Dayton, Ohio.
If you fail to pay us for faithful labors in the past, we can have little faith in
your promises in the future. We trust the good Maker has opened your eyes to
the wrongs which you and your fathers have done to me and my fathers, in
making us toil for you for generations without recompense. Here I draw my
wages every Saturday night; but in Tennessee there was never any pay-day
for the Negroes any more than for the horses and cows. Surely there will be a
day of reckoning for those who defraud the laborer of his hire.

In answering this letter, please state if there would be any safety for my
Milly and Jane, who are now grown up, and both good-looking girls. You
know how it was with poor Matilda and Catherine. | would rather stay here
and starve—and die, if it come to that—than have my girls brought to
shame by the violence and wickedness of their young masters. You will also
please state if there has been any schools opened for the colored children in
your neighborhood. The great desire of my life now is to give my children
an education, and have them form virtuous habits.

Say howdy to George Carter, and thank him for taking the pistol from
you when you were shooting at me.

FROM YOUR OLD SERVANT,
JOURDON ANDERSON

The Black Code of
St. Landry's Parish, 1865
Whereas it was formerly made the duty of the police jury to make suitable
regulations for the police of slaves within the limits of the parish; and

whereas slaves have become emancipated by the action of the ruling pow-

sovrer: LS. Congress, Scrate Executive Document No. 2 (Washington, D.C., 1865), 93-94.
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ers; and whereas it is necessary for public order, as well as for the comfort
and correct deportment of said freedmen, that suitable regulations should
be established by their government in theit changed condition, the follow-
ing ordinances are adopted, with the appruval of the United States military
authorities commanding in said parish, viz:

SECHON 1. Be it ordained by the police jury of the parish of St. Landry, That
no negro shall be allowed to pass within the limits of said parish without a
special permit in writing from his employer. Whoever shall violate this pro-
vision shall pay a fine of two dollars and fifty cents, or in default thereof
shall be forced to work tour days on the public road, or suffer from corpo-
real punishment as provided hereinafter.

SECTION 2. Be it further ordained, That every negro who shall be found
absent from the residence of his employer after 10 o’clock at night, without
a written permit from his employer, shall pay a fine of five dollars, or in de-
fault thereof, shall be compelled to work five days on the public road, or
sutfer corporeal punishment as hereinafter provided.

SECTION 3. Be it further ordained, That no negro shall be permitted to rent
or keep a house within said parish. Any negro violating this provision shall
be immediately ejected and compelled to find an employer; and any person
who shall rent, or give the use of any house to any negro, in violation of this
section, shall pay a fine of five dollars for each offence.

SECTION 4. Be it further ordained, That every negro is required to be in
the regular service of some white person, or former owner, who shall be
held responsible for the conduct of said negro. But said employer or former
owner may permit said negro to hire his own time by special permission in
writing, which permission shall not extend over seven days at any one time.
Any negro violating the provisions of this section shall be fined five dollars
for each offence, or in default of the payment thereof shall be forced to work
five days on the public road, or suffer corporeal punishment as hereinafter
provided.

SECTION 5. Be it further ordained, That no public meetings or congrega-
tions of negroes shall be allowed within said parish after sunset; but such
public meetings and congregations may be held between the hours of sun-
rise and sunset, by the special permission of writing of the captain of patrol,
within whose beat such meetings shall take place. This prohibition, how-
ever, is not intended to prevent negroes from attending the usual church
services, conducted by white ministers and priests. Every negro violating
the provisions of this section shall pay a fine of five dollars, or in default
thereof shall be compelled to work five days on the public road, or suffer
corporeal punishment as hereinatter provided.

SECTION 6. Be it further ordained, That no negro shall be permitted to
preach, exhort, or otherwise declaim to congregations of colored people,
without a special permission in writing from the president of the police
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jury. Any regio violaung the provisions of this section slall pay a fine of
ten dollars, o1 i derault ihereof shaii be forced to work ten days on the pub-
lic road, or suifer corporeal punishiment as hereinatter provided.

sonon 7. Bedt furihicr ordained, That no negro who is not in the military
service shall be allowed to carry five-arms, or any kind ot weapons, within
the parish, withioui the special written permission of his employers, ap-
proved arwd indorsed by the nearest or most convenient chief of patrol. Any
one violatirig the provisions of this section shall forfeit his weapons and pay
a fine of five doflars, o m default of the payment of said fine, shall be torced
to work five days on the public road, or sutter corporeal punishment as
hereinatter provided.

sonon & Do gt furtlier ordained. Phat no negro shalt sell, barter, or ex-
change any articies of merchaadise or traffic within said parish without the
special werivten permission of his emplover, specitving the artictes of sale,
barter or traffic. Any one s offending shail pay a fine of one dollar for
cach olifence, and suffer the forfeiture of said articles, or in default of the
pavinent of said e shall work one day on ihe public road, or suffer cor-
pureal punishinent as hereinafter provided.

coction . e it further ordained, That any negro round drunk within the
said parish shiali pay a fe of five dollars, or in default thereof shall work
tive days on the public road, ov suffer corporeal punishment as hereinafter
provided.

st pion W Be ot further ordained. That all the foregoing provisions shall
apply to negroes of both sexes.

sicron 3. Be it further opdained, That it shall be the duty of every citi-
7Zen to act as a police officer for the detection ot offences and the apprehen-
sion of offerclers, who shiall be immediately handed over to the proper
captamn or ciiet of patrol.

secmiont 120 Be dl further ordained, That the aforesaid penalties shall be
summarily enforced, and that it shall be the duty of the captains and chiefs
of patrol ko sec that the aforesaid ordinances are promptly executed.

sremion 1% et S ther ordained, That all sums collected from the afore-
said {ines shatl be imimediately handed over to the parish treasurer.

sECTW B Be o furtier ordained, That the corporeal punishment pro-
vided for i ile foregoing sections shail consist in confining the body of the
offender within a harrel placed over his or her shoulders, in the manner
practiced in the army, such confinement not to continue longer than twelve
hours, and for such lime within the aforesaid limit as shall be fixed by the
captain or chicl of pairol who inflices the penalty.

secrion 160 Be di further ordained, That these ordinances shall not inter-
rere with ay municipal or mlitary reguiations inconsistent with them
within the himiis of seid parisii.

i ardatied, That ihese ordinances shall take effect
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publicanen in the Opelousis Conrer.

five days afer theii

Chapter I Reconstruction and ree Plantation Labor

Dedicated Teaclers,
Determiined Students, 1869

RALFIGH, N.C., FL.B 22, 1869

It is surprising to me to see the amount of sutfering which many of the peo-
ple endure for the sake of sending their children to school. Men get very low
wages here-—from $2.50 to $8 per month usually, while a first-rate hand
may get $10, and a peck or two of meal per week for rations—and a great
many men cannot get work at all. The women take in sewing and washing,
£0 out by day to scour, etc. There is one woman who supports three chil-
dren and keeps them at school; she says, “I don’t care how hard I has to
work, if I can only sen[d] Sallie and the boys to school looking respectable.”
Many of the girls have but one decent dress; it gets washed and ironed on
Saturday, and then is worn until the next Saturday, provided they do not
tear it or fall in the mud; when such an accident happens there is an absent
mark on the register. . .. One may go into their cabins on cold, windy days,
and see daylight between every two boards, or feel the rain dropping
through the roof; but a word of complaint is rarely heard. They are anxious
to have the children “get on” in their books, and do not seem to feel impa-
tient if they lack comforts themselves. A pile of books is seen in almost

every cabin, though there be no furniture except a poor bed, a table and two
or three broken chairs.

MISS M. A. PARKER

CHARLOTTFSVILLE, VA., OCT. 17, 1866

Mrs. Gibbins (a colored native teacher) is very much liked by the colored
people here. Her nature is so noble, that she is not so liable to stimulate
petty jealousy among her people as many might under similar circum-
stances. .. . I think she is doing well in her new sphere of duty, especially in
the matter of government. She has a kind of magnetism about her which is a
good qualification for a teacher. She is really a fine reader of casy readings,
and I should choose her to prepare scholars for me in that line, from among
nine-tenths of those engaged in this work, so far as [ have known her. She
intends to pursue her studies in the evening with my help.

ANNA GARDNER

source: Edward L. Pierce, “The Freedmen at Port Royal,” Atlantic Monthly 12 (September
1869): 306-307.
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