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Verboten!

Do not use these constructions when writing papers for Mrs. Wells!

alot


A lot (two words) is a weak construction to suggest number. Use number, or many, or a more specific adjective.

alright


The single word form is incorrect. Use all right.

apart of


Apart (one word) means away from. A part (two words) means one piece of. Either way, it's incorrect when written as "I am apart/a part of the band." Try member or joined. 

being that


This is not a real phrase. Use since.

conversate


This is not a formal word. Use converse, talk, or speak.

Forgetting to indent. 

Paragraphing (which you learned in ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, for crying out loud) shows how you’ve structured your paper. Indenting once at the top of each page is NOT the same thing.
In conclusion,


The last paragraph of any essay is assumed to be the conclusion. Do not use this phrase.

In this essay, I will…


Don't tell us what you're planning to do. Just start the essay.

mines


Mines are dark, underground caverns where you find gold and diamonds. Something belonging to me is mine (no “s”). If you ask for mines, I’ll ask you where I can find some, too (I’m broke). 
My name is...


Your name is at the top of the paper already.

Referring to authors by their first names. 

Unless she’s having Sunday dinner at your house every week, you don’t refer to Alice Walker as “Alice.” EVER. State the full name the first time you mention the author, then use only the last name afterward. “Walker notes...”

story


"Story" is only used to refer to short stories. Use novel, play, essay, etc.

Text message contractions


U, B4, L8, etc. are fine for the cell phone, but not for a paper. Use complete words. 

Thank you for reading my essay…


It is an essay, not a friendly letter. Please do not use.

We as humans...


There is no need to confirm your species, as only human beings can write. Use a simple declarative sentence.

Webster’s defines...


Trite and overused beginning. Use a self-written definition only if you are sure the audience is unfamiliar with the term.
Well,


Writing is not the same as speaking. Do not begin sentences with “Well,” 

