
Literature Circles: Final Essay              

 
Each member of your circle is responsible for writing a formal paper in response to 
your selected novel. Although you will be working from a previous AP prompt, this 
paper should include cited references to the text in proper MLA format. Your essay of 
no more than 750 words should be submitted to Google Classroom. 

A Doll’s House (1995) 
Writers often highlight the values of a culture or a society by using characters who are 
alienated from that culture or society because of gender, race, class, or creed. Choose a 
novel or a play in which such a character plays a significant role and show how that 
character’s alienation reveals the surrounding society’s assumptions or moral values. 

 
Equus (2000) 
Many works of literature not readily identified with the mystery or detective story 
genre nonetheless involve the investigation of a mystery. In these works, the solution to 
the mystery may be less important than the knowledge gained in the process of its 
investigation. Choose a novel or play in which one or more of the characters confront a 
mystery. Then write an essay in which you identify the mystery and explain how the 
investigation illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole. Do not merely 
summarize the plot.  

Fences (2005B) 
One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power. Write an essay in 
which you discuss how a character in a novel or a drama struggles to free himself or 
herself from the power of others or seeks to gain power over others. Be sure to 
demonstrate in your essay how the author uses this power struggle to enhance the 
meaning of the work. 

A Raisin in the Sun (2007) 
In many works of literature, past events can affect, positively or negatively, the present 
activities, attitudes, or values of a character. Choose a novel or play in which a character 
must contend with some aspect of the past, either personal or societal. Then write an 
essay in which you show how the character’s relationship to the past contributes to the 
meaning of the work as a whole. 


