
Literature Circles: Final Essay Due Date: _______________ 
Each member of your circle is responsible for writing a formal paper in response to 
your selected novel. Although you will be working from a previous AP prompt, this 
paper should include cited references to the text in proper MLA format. Your essay of 
no more than 750 words should be submitted to Google Classroom. 
 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest  (2001) 
One definition of madness is “mental delusion or the eccentric behavior arising from it.” 
But Emily Dickinson wrote 

Much madness is divinest Sense— 
To a discerning Eye— 

Novelists and playwrights have often seen madness with a “discerning Eye.” Select a 
novel or play in which a character’s apparent madness or irrational behavior plays an 
important role. Then write a well-organized essay in which you explain what this 
delusion or eccentric behavior consists of and how it might be judged reasonable. 
Explain the significance of the “madness” to the work as a whole. 
 
The Handmaid’s Tale   (2003, Form B) 
Novels and plays often depict characters caught between colliding cultures -- national, 
regional, ethnic, religious, institutional. Such collisions can call a character’s sense of 
identity into question. Select a novel or play in which a character responds to such a 
cultural collision. Then write a well-organized essay in which you describe the 
character’s response and explain its relevance to the work as a whole. 
 
Brave New World   (2005) 
In Kate Chopin’s The Awakening  (1899), protagonist Edna Pontellier is said to possess 
“That outward existence which conforms, the inward life that questions.” In a novel or 
play that you have studied, identify a character who outwardly conforms while 
questioning inwardly. Then write an essay in which you analyze how this tension 
between outward conformity and inward questioning contributes to the meaning of the 
work. 
 
Nineteen Eighty-Four  (2005, Form B) 
One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power. Write an essay in 
which you discuss how a character in a novel or a drama struggles to free himself or 
herself from the power of others or seeks to gain power over others. Be sure to 
demonstrate in your essay how the author uses this power struggle to enhance the 
meaning of the work. 


